THE FAMILY QUARREL
ever plotted the substitution of Anne for William and Mary.
The obstacles were enormous. The risks, if not beyond his
daring, were condemned by his practical good sense. It is
probable that he had in view nothing more than the placing
of the Princess Anne at the head of a combination of all
parties, and the consequent assertion of his own power in the
State for its great advantage. But though nothing so definite
as a coup d'etat had emerged in Marlborough's mind, he cer-
tainly sought to assemble and combine all forces hostile to the
Government of the day, which in those days was indistinguish-
able from the King himself. It was for this reason above all
others that he wished at this time to stand well with the
Jacobites, and carry them with him as far as they would go.
Like other Leaders of Opposition in later days, he would not
willingly discard any factor that would add weight to his
movement. Thus he no doubt allowed the eager Jacobite
agents to lead James to believe that he was working in his
interests. For the rest he certainly marched forward along
roads which led into country where constitutional battles
might have to be fought, which at every stage would have
opened a wider prospect and raised graver issues. From
these hazards, if the events had progressively favoured his
advance, he would by no means have shrunk. He was a
most audacious man, and not one to assign limits to success.
When there has been one revolution there may well be
another. He thought and felt about politics as he did about
war, in terms of combinations, and of forces moving up to this
point or that, and then a trial of strength and skill, and a new
view of the situation thereafter.
When William heard from Bentinck what the Jacobites
had disclosed, he was seriously alarmed and angered, but not
for the reason which is usually assigned. He may have
noticed for himself that Shrewsbury, Russell, and Godolphin
had begun to be less attentive to the Queen than to the
Princess Anne. The Cockpit had become a meeting-place
for many important personages. William had good informa-
tion of much that passed there; for Lady Fitzharding, Anne's
second lady-in-waiting, was in the closest touch with Elisabeth
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